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ACTION OES-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-00 EPA-04 EEA-01 AID-05 CEQ-01 

CIAE-00 OFA-01 COME-00 DODE-00 EB-07 INR-07 10-10 

L-03 NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-04 USIA-15 SS-15 SP-02 

PA-02 PRS-01 lNT-05 /105 W 

009307 

R210101Z AUG75 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2660 

UNCLAS TOKYO 11651 

DEPT PASS TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV.JA 

SUBJECT: SPOTLIGHT ON CHROMIUM POLLUTION: GO! TO TAKE REMEDIAL 
ACTION 

1. LATEST ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AREA TO RECEIVE NATIONAL ATTENTION 
AND PRESS COVERAGE IS CHROMIUM POISONING. CONCERN CENTERING ON 
HEXA VALENT CHROMIUM AS CAUSE OF LUNG CANCER, HOWEVER TRIVALENT 
CHROMIUM ALSO CITED AS SIMILARLY DANGEROUS. PRESS ACCOUNTS, INCLUDIN 

PHOTOS OF AFFECTED SITES WHERE CHROMIUM CONTAMINATED SOIL DUMPED IN 
SLAG HEAPS OR USED AS LAND FILL, INTERVIEWS WITH ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL 
VICTIMS, AND SOIL SAMPLES AS SEEN THROUGH SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE 

AND X-RAY MICROANALYZER, HAVE BUILT UP STRONG PRIMA FACIE CASE AGAINST 

INDUSTRIAL FIRMS CITED FOR CHROMIUM WASTE DUMPING. 

2. RECENT MAINICHI DAILY NEWS (ENGLISH LANGUAGE) SURVEY INDICATED 23 
DEATHS FROM LUNG CANCER CAUSED BY INHALATION OF CHROMIUM PARTICLES. 
LARGEST POLLUTION CASE AT KURIYAMA PLANT OF NIPPON CHEMICAL INDUSTRIAL 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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COMPANY IN HOKKAIDO WHERE 13 WORKERS DIED. DEATHS ALSO REPORTED EROM 
CHROMIUM POLLUTION IN TOKYO AND IN TOKUSHIMA AND HIROSHIMA 
PREFECTURES. DAILY YOMIURI (ENGLISH LANGUAGE) ALSO REPORTS 
1973 MEDICAL CHECKUP CONDUCTED BY NIIGATA PREFECTURE SAFETY AND 
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PUBLIC HEALTH CENTER SHOWED 206 PERSONS SUEFERING EROM CHROMIUM 
POISONING. ALSO CASES WERE WORKES AT LOCAL CHROMIUM PLATING 
PLANTS. IN ADDITION TO DEATHS EROM LUNG CANCER, NEWSPAPERS ALSO 
CITE SKIN DISEASES, RESPIRATORY TROUBLE AND DEEORMATION OE 
INTERNAL NASAL STRUCTURE AS EARLIER STAGES OF CHROMIUM POISONING. 

3. ACCORDING TO DAILY YOMIURI ARTICLE OF AUGUST 17, GOJ'S ENVIRONMENT 
AGENCY TO RECOGNIZE SICKNESS INCURRED FROM INHALATION OF HEXA VALENT 
CHROMIUM AS POLLUTION BY INDUSTRIAL WASTE, THEREBY MAKING VICTIMS 
ELIGIBLE EOR GOVERNMENT EINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. CHROMIUM WILL BE 
EIFTH SUCH SUBSTANCE TO BE SO RECOGNIZED BY GOVERNMENT ALONG 

WITH PHOTOCHEMICAL SMOG, MERCURY, CADMIUM AND ARSENIC. YOMIURI ARTICLE 

STATED ENVIRIONMENT AGENCY HAS ALREADY CONCLUDED THAT "WIDESPREAD 
RESPIRATORY TROUBLE CAUSED BY SEXA VALENT (SIC) CHROMIUM IS NOW 
UNAVOIDABLE BECAUSE OE THE HUGE AMOUNT OF SEXA VALENT (SIC) CHROMIUM 
WASTE DUMPED IN TOKYO'S KOTO AND EDOGAWA WARDS." ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 
TO EORM STUDY TEAMS OE SCHOLARS AND DOCTORS TO CONDUCT "DETAILED 
EXAMINATIONS" ON SUSPECTED VICTIMS AROUND SIX CHROMIUM PROCESSING 
PLANTS IN SIX PREEECTURES. 

4. CHROMIUM CASE HAS CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL OVERTONES. TOKYO 
GOVERNOR MINOBE REPORTEDLY ATTACKED AS "IRRESPONSIBLE" REMARKS BY 
NIPPON CHEMICAL COMPANY PRESIDENT THAT IT NOT YET SCIENTIFICALLY 
DETERMINED WHETHER CHROMIUM DUMPING BY HIS COMPANY HAD CAUSED ANY 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION. MINOBE REPORTEDLY SAID TOKYO GOVERNMENT 
EINDINGS PROVED CHROMIUM SLAG HIGHLY DAMAGING TO ENVIRONMENT, 

AND CALLED EOR STRICT APPLICATION OF "POLLUTER PAYS" PRINCIPLE 
IN THIS CASE. THE JAPAN COMMUNIST PARTY HAS CALLED ON GOVERNOR 
MINOBE AND PRIME MINISTER MIKI TO CHECK THE HEALTH OF RESIDENTS 
IN CHROMIUM CONTAMINATED AREAS AND TO CONEIRM WHERE AND WHAT AMOUNT 
OE HEXA VALENT CHROMIUM SLAG NIPPON CHEMICAL INDUSTRIAL COMPANY 
HAS DUMPED. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY DIRECTOR GENERAL OZAWA SCHEDULED 
TO INSPECT CHROMIUM POLLUTED TOKYO WARDS ON AUGUST 19. 

5. MEANWHILE, NIPPON CHEMICAL'S PROBLEMS SEEM TO BE MOUNTING 
AETER COMPANY DISCLOSED IT DUMPED POTASSIUM PERMANGANATE SLAG 
UNCLASSIEIED 
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IN TOKYO IN ADDITION TO HEXA VALENT CHROMIUM. TOKYO EDOGWA WARD 
OEFICE TO BEGIN TWO-DAY INSPECTION OE NIPPON CHEMICAL EACTORY 
AREA EOR CONTAMINATION. INSPECTION WILL COVER NOT ONLY CHROMIUM 
BUT ALSO DUST, WATER POLLUTION AND OTHER INDUSTRIAL WASTES. 

6. FYI: EMBASSY NOTES CITATION IN NTIS WEEKLY GOVERNMENT 
ABSTRACTS: ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND CONTROL OP MAY 19, 1975 

RE: REMOVAL AND RECOVERY OP HEX A VALENT CHROMIUM PROM INDUSTRIAL 
EPPLUENTS (GAT-786). 

HODGSON 
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